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BRIDGE RACIAL DIVIDE BY TELLING STORIES:  

HEAR STORIES AND LEARN HOW TO TELL YOUR OWN

6th Annual JustStories Festival Saturday, April 5 in Northbrook, IL will also honor 

North Shore High School Students as BridgeBuilders
Professional storytellers will share secrets of how they use the power of a story well told to grab an audience’s hearts and minds to advance social justice in the sixth annual JustStories Festival held in Techny, IL (Northbrook) on Saturday, August 5, 2008. “When we know someone else's story, it’s easier to appreciate and understand them,” says featured storyteller Susan O’Halloran, who is also producer of the festival along with Angels Studio, a communications ministry of the Society of the Divine Word, Techny in collaboration with the The Islamic Cultural Center of Greater Chicago in Northbrook and the Northbrook Community Relations Commission. 

For the fifth year in a row, the event also honors area individuals whose work and life have helped to foster interracial and inter-cultural dialogue and understanding. This year, The Chicago Province of the Society of the Divine Word is honoring ten high school students from area schools with the 2008 BridgeBuilder Award for their excellence in making a positive difference in their communities. 

More information about the winners will be available March 15th online at the festival web site, www.racebridges.net/juststories.

The morning will feature two workshops – one on how to use traditional folktales in the classroom or for speaking engagements and one highlighting the stories of the BridgeBuilder awardees. The BridgeBuilder Award luncheon will follow at noon and, then, the afternoon will feature performances by nationally-known storytellers Brenda Wong Aoki, Michael McCarty, Arif Choudhury, Susan O’Halloran, Eshu Bumpus and Motoko telling stories on the themes of ethnic identity, immigration, race relations and the theme of “Handing on the Stories to the Next Generation.”

The evening will include a full-length storytelling concert from 7:30-9:30 pm where Motoko will tell an insightful story about the racism she and her family have experienced in the U.S. but also the racism toward Koreans that she witnessed growing up in Japan. Later, Motoko and Eshu Bumpus will perform a fun-filled Japanese-African American rap. Susan O’Halloran will share a moment from the Chicago Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s. Michael McCarty tells about raising a teenage daughter in a multicultural world. Brenda Wong Aoki acquaints us with Japanese-American infants and mothers-to-be as they ride the trains to the U.S. internment camps of World War II. All the stories are thought-provoking yet filled with humor and uplifting insight.

JustStories Festival runs from 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Saturday, April 5 at Divine World International Conference Center in Techny, Illinois at 2001 Waukegan Road. The event costs $20 for the entire morning and afternoon (including lunch) for adults and $10 for high school students. The evening concert is $10 for both adults and high school students. (The stories are not appropriate for younger children. Junior high students may attend if arrangements are made ahead of time.) Discounts are available for groups of 10 or more. For more information or to buy tickets, please visit www.racebridges.net/juststories, email information@racebridges.net, or call 312-234-9839.
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