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Nation’s first online storytelling festival continues to promote 
cultural understanding 

(Chicago, IL) — October 9-11 join a worldwide movement to promote understanding 
among different racial, ethnic and religious groups. Stories Connect Us All, the world’s first-
ever online storytelling festival is running its second festival October 9-11 focusing on 
building bridges between cultures. During the three-day festival, participants can log onto the 
Stories Connect Us All Facebook page (www.Facebook.com/StoriesConnectUsAll) to watch 
personal videos stories from a different professional storyteller every half hour, from 8 a.m. 
to 10 pm (CDT) each day. The videos will feature multicultural storytellers sharing stories of 
their unique cultural backgrounds, challenges and triumphs. Over the three days, you can 
hear 72 stories by over 60 professional storytellers!  

Throughout the festival, the storytellers will be online to answer questions and respond to 
participants’ comments and anecdotes. This means you can watch the videos, then comment 
on them and tell your story, too. It’s like a global book club – everyone will be sharing the 
same videos and talking with each other about them from Australia to India to Africa to 
Ireland to the United States. It’s a whole new interactive story event and you can be part of 
it! 

Susan O’Halloran, a storyteller devoted to promoting racial diversity and inclusion and 
producer of the festival, says sharing stories is a great way to get people to discuss issues, 
which can often be hard to talk about. “Stories can be entertaining, engaging and 
emotionally touching,” O’Halloran says. “When you hear other people’s stories you realize 
how unique each person and group is, as well as all we have in common. When we’re able to 
walk in each other’s shoes, even for a few minutes, a stranger becomes a friend.” 

Last year, O’Halloran who has produced live storytelling festivals for the last 20 years, moved 
this storytelling festival to the web in hopes of reaching an even larger audience with stories 
that can heal our racial and ethnic divides. The new concept did just that with a Facebook 
“reach” of over 50,000 and 16 different countries participating! On the internet, there are no 



geographic boundaries or time limitations. Last year’s results proved that a storytelling 
festival about inclusivity can now include everyone! 

Visit the Stories Connect Us All Facebook page now 
(www.facebook.com/StoriesConnectUsAll) for behind-the-scenes glimpses of the festival. And 
then come back October 9-11 to enjoy these unique stories and to help build bridges across 
cultures and promote harmony around the world. 

MORE INFO: www.Facebook.com/StoriesConnectUsAll  
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