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Nation’s first online storytelling festival launches to 
promote racial justice  

(Chicago, IL) — From Aug. 1-3, join a worldwide movement to promote 
understanding and compassion among different racial and ethnic groups through 
JustStories, the world’s first-ever racial harmony online storytelling festival. 
During the three-day festival, participants can log onto the JustStories Facebook 
page (www.Facebook.com/JustStories) to watch videos from a different 
professional storyteller every hour on the hour, from 8 a.m. to midnight (CDT) 
each day. The videos will feature multicultural storytellers sharing stories of their 
unique ethnic backgrounds, challenges and triumphs. There are 43 tellers and 75 
stories in all!  

Throughout the festival, storytellers will be online to answer questions and 
respond to comments and anecdotes. This means you can watch the videos, 
then comment on them and tell your story, too. Even better, you can 
simultaneously read other people's comments — from Australia to India to Africa 
to Ireland to the United States. It’s a whole new interactive story event and you 
can be part of it! 

Susan O’Halloran, a storyteller devoted to promoting racial diversity and inclusion 
and a co-producer of the festival, says sharing stories is a great way to get 
people to discuss racial issues, which can often be hard to talk about. “Stories 
can be entertaining, engaging and emotionally touching,” O’Halloran says. “When 
you hear other people’s stories you realize how unique each person and group is, 
as well as all we have in common. When we’re able to walk in each other’s shoes, 
even for a few minutes, a stranger becomes a friend.” 

For the last nine years, the JustStories Storytelling Festival has held a live 
storytelling event in the Chicago area. This year, organizers moved the event to 
the web in hopes of reaching an even larger audience with stories that can heal 
our racial and ethnic divides. On the internet there are no geographic boundaries 
or time limitations. This storytelling festival about inclusivity can now include 
everyone! 

Visit the JustStories Facebook page now (www.Facebook.com/JustStories) for 
behind-the-scenes glimpses of the festival. And then come back from Aug. 1-3 to 
enjoy these unique stories and to help build bridges across cultures and promote 
racial harmony around the world. 



MORE INFO: www.facebook.com/juststories 

www.SusanOHalloran.com and susan@susanohalloran.com 

Related sites: 

www.JustStories.net — photos of past live JustStories Festivals 

www.RacebridgesVideos.com — Free downloads from the video showcase of 
more than 20 professional storytellers 

www.RacebridgesForSchools.com — Free racial and ethnic diversity lesson plans 
for teachers. 

# # # 

AFRICAN AMERICAN THEMES: See Diane Ferlatte, Charlotte Blake-Alston, 
Michel McCarty, Emily Hooper Lansana, Lyn Ford, Rev. Robert Jones 

LATINO THEMES: See Antonio Sacre, Olga Loya, Leeny Del Seamonds and 
Antonio Rocha 

AMERICAN INDIAN THEMES: See Dovie Thomason 
 
ASIAN AMERICAN THEMES: See Anne Shimojima, Alton Takiyama-Chung, 
Nancy Wang and Robert Kikuchi-Yngojo 
 
JEWISH AMERICAN THEMES: See Syd Lieberman, Noa Baum, Judith 
Heineman, Gerry Fierst, Erica Lann-Clark and Gail Rosen 
  

FULL SCHEDULE and SUMMARIES OF THE TELLERS' STORIES: 

A SAMPLE OF SUSAN O'HALLORAN'S STORIES AND WHEN THEY'LL 
POST ON FACEBOOK: 
 

August 1st        
1-2 pm 

Memorial: Youth Violence Then and Now – Part One by Susan O’Halloran 

Susan O’Halloran attends a Chicago Memorial service in November of 2011 for 
children who have died through violence. Being at the Memorial sparks a high 
school memory for Susan of going to a youth conference in 1965 and meeting 
Cecil, an African American teenager, who became Sue’s friend. One evening, in 
1967, Sue receives a phone call that changes everything. 



   
Memorial: Youth Violence Then and Now - Part Two by Susan O’Halloran 

Being at a Chicago Memorial service in November of 2011 for children who have 
died through gun violence sparks memories for Susan O’Halloran of people she 
has lost. At the end of the service, the congregation moves into the streets to 
plead for peace as everyone asks the continuing questions: Will the violent 
deaths of young lives end? When? And what is our part in ending violence? 

 
August 2nd 

2-3 pm 

City of Hope: The 2011 Occupy Movement Looks at the 1968 Poor People’s 
Campaign by Susan O’Halloran  
 
In 2011, Sue meets a group of young people at an Occupy Chicago 
demonstration who are unaware of activists’ movements in the past that occupied 
public lands. Sue shares the story of The 1968 Poor People’s Campaign – Dr. 
King’s last crusade that was carried on after his death in 1968.  

August 3rd 
 
 1-2 pm 
 

Vietnamese Refugees: An American Immigration Story by Susan O’Halloran 

The true story of a Vietnamese teenager who makes it to America after a 
harrowing boat journey and refugee camp. At a commemorative storytelling event 
honoring Vietnamese Americans, Sue witnesses the transformative power of 
story as this young man shares his American immigrant story. The community of 
listeners that storytelling creates makes a new country feel like home.  

2-3 pm  

More Alike Than Not: Stories of Three Americans – Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
(An Excerpt) by Susan O’Halloran, Gerald Fierst and Arif Choudhury  

Through exploring misconceptions and common threads such as immigration and 
disagreements within their own religions, these three tellers bring alive their 
distinct histories and our common humanity to illuminate the experience of being 
an American in a time of religious tension, change and possibility. 

 


