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To:  The NSN Awards Committee 
 
From:  Nan Kammann-Judd 
 
Date:  January 30, 2006 
 
Re: The nomination of Susan O’Halloran for the North Central Region’s 2006 
Leadership & Service Award 
 
Dear Awards Committee, 
 
This is a nomination for Susan O’Halloran for the National Storytelling Network North 
Central Region’s 2006 Leadership and Service Award. 
 
There are people who are committed to storytelling, others who are committed to 
causes, and there are others who never stop working.  And then there is Susan 
O’Halloran.  She is all of the above and more. 
 
Sue works endlessly, tirelessly, and creatively using storytelling to change the world, to 
make it more just, more honest, and more fair for all.  Sue uses the power of 
storytelling to build bridges, and through stories, she invites people to cross those 
bridges.  She uses story to get people to think in new ways about their lives, their 
attitudes, their actions. 
 
She is willing to work at the corporate, local, or individual level through teaching, 
training, educating, and entertaining, or whatever it takes to get the message across:  
be just, be fair, be open to differences.  Her self expression ranges from storytelling, to 
authoring, to the creation of videos, audios, workshops, retreats, training, re-training, 
education, performing, and communicating via her web site. 
 
Sue’s Just Stories Storytelling brings a variety of communities together including 
Vietnamese, Muslim, the homeless.  She is one of the finest examples of a strong and 
capable woman who is committed to using storytelling to making a positive difference 
in the world.  She leads the way in the North Central Region, if not the whole nation, in 
her commitment and dedication to storytelling and social justice. 
 
I strongly recommend Susan O’Halloran receive the Service and Leadership Award for 
the North Central Region. 
 
With warm regards, 
 
 
Nan Kammann-Judd 



Dear Awards Committee, 

 
I am writing this letter to support Susan O’Halloran’s nomination for the 

North Central Region Leadership and Service Award.  In our national 
storytelling community, Susan has been the  visionary most noted for using 

her storytelling to address racism in America. That she would have the 
courage to take on such a challenge would be exemplary in and of itself, but 

she has made a powerful impact, not only with her stories to storytelling 
audiences but with policy makers in Chicago, a city considered to be among 

the most racially segregated in the country. 
 

To give one example, some time ago Cardinal George, the leader of 
Chicago’s Catholic arch diocese called upon every parish to confront the 

issue of racism in their parishes. He invited Susan to attend the historic 
press conference where he announced this citywide initiative because he had 

asked Susan to work with parishes, to tell her stories of humor, healing and 

history—the stories in which she addresses her own experience with racism 
and that of her family’s. He also asked Susan to tell some of these stories to 

members of the press at this important policy kickoff.  
 

She has written storytelling curriculum and an educational video, TRIBES 
AND BRIDGES, that is used in schools in the Chicago area and she has 

produced many storytelling conferences focusing upon using storytelling to 
bridge cultural barriers. She has produced conferences in which she has 

given her storytelling colleagues support and a platform to develop new 
work in the area of their own struggles with living in a cultural that devalues 

people of color. 
 

This work has inspired her colleagues in the Chicago land area as well as 
around the country. I know my own work has grown because of her 

example. 

 
Her recognition by the awards committee would be a fitting and important 

recognition of someone who has shown a singular approach to leadership in 
a most challenging endeavor. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Jim May 
 



Lucinda Flodin, Storyteller    304 N. Worth Ave.    Elgin, IL 60123 
847-695-2983    lflodin@ci.schaumburg.il.us 

 

 
January 30, 2006 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is an honor to support the nomination of Susan O’Halloran for National Storytelling Network's 
North Central Regional Leadership and Service Award. Sue’s commitment to the work of 
undoing racism is the result of a lifetime of learning and commitment to justice and equity. She 
is passionate in her understanding that stories are the tool for change in social injustice that can 
open mind and heart. She is also vigilant in keeping justice central to all aspects of her work. 
Whether she is providing a keynote to our National Conference, creating diversity workshops for 
corporate America or in high schools, telling her stories on our regional and national stages, she 
brings her commitment and compassion to the work. 
 
Part of her work has been to create the Just Stories conference/festival. As I sat in the 
audience, I was deeply moved by, not only the scope of the work, but of the new forms she 
brought to that setting. It wasn’t your cookie cutter conference – she found new forms of 
communication, new ways of being together in a group and created a safe environment built on 
respect for each participant that deepened the stories and the work. It was all about building 
bridges and it was inspiring. 
 
I think that recognition of her service should be national - Susan O’Halloran’s work reaches far 
beyond the confines of one region. She is bringing important conversations and stories to our 
country which is deeply in need of hearing them and participating in the work of celebrating our 
common voice and honoring our differences. One needs only look at the aftermath of Katrina to 
realize the gulf between the enfranchised and the un-enfranchised and the need for this work. 
 
We are fortunate that Susan O’Halloran lives in our region and is working in our communities to 
make a difference. I support her nomination from a grateful heart who feels the blessing of 
experiencing the important work she gives to our community. 
 
 
In celebration of story, 
 

 
 
 
Lucinda Flodin   
 



To Whom It May Concern:  

 

It is an honor to endorse Susan O’Halloran for the North Central Regional Leadership and 

Service Award.  

 

I could easily fill pages listing Susan O’Halloran’s many accomplishments as a storyteller, 

diversity trainer, producer, promoter, author, teacher, keynote speaker, emcee, reverend (yes, she 

is reverend, as well), but you will get plenty such lists from people who have known her and 

followed her career much longer than I have.  

 

Instead, I would like to share my more personal experience with “Supe.” I am fortunate to live in 

Evanston, IL, just a few blocks from Supe and although our busy schedules don’t allow for a lot 

of casual run-ins, rarely do more than a couple weeks pass without a friendly “hi-how-are-you-

doing?” phone call from Supe, and I can always count on the monthly email saying “Hey, you 

guys want to come over for a work day?” And if she isn’t in town, the email still comes and she 

offers her house to the rest of us.  

 

There are several writers and tellers who meet at Supe’s house for these work days. She leads us 

in writing exercises and encourages us to share our work. And she provides an environment 

where we can all help each other to find the greater truths in our work.  

 

There is no question in my mind that we are all better storytellers because of our time at Supe’s 

house, that our stories are tighter, more meaningful, more heartfelt, more sincere.  

 

There is an old adage that says “If you give a man a fish, he will eat for a day, but if you teach a 

man to fish, he will eat for a lifetime.” Supe teaches us to fish. Through her generous giving of 

time, energy and love, she teaches us to find our own stories. Instead of just telling us her stories 

about bridging cultures, races, religions, communities, she builds the bridges, forges the 

communities, and sends out from her living room a few storytellers who are that much more 

inspired to do the same.  

 

Yes, a handful of storytellers meeting in a living room once a month is a little thing. It’s the kind 

of little thing that builds bigger things. For the little things, Susan O’Halloran deserves the North 

Central Regional Leadership and Service Award.  

 

Sincerely,  

Jim Pfitzer  
 

Jim Pfitzer, Storyteller  

www.jimpfitzer.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jimpfitzer.com/


 

 

 
 

February 6, 2008  

 

Ms. Susan O’Halleran 

2640 Broadway Avenue 

Evanston, IL 60201 

 

Dear Susan, 

 

 On behalf of the Office for Racial Justice I am delighted to inform you that 

you have been selected to receive the St. Katharine Drexel Racial Justice Award in recognition 

of your commitment to the struggle for racial justice.  Your leadership, 

dedication and resolve have made a significant contribution to the work of this local church in 

addressing the sin of racism and in our efforts to eradicate it. 

 

 This prestigious award will be presented to you on Friday, April 4 2008, 7:30 P.M. 

following the benefit performance of “incognito,” a one-man play written and performed by 

Michael Sidney Fosberg at Holy Name Cathedral Auditorium, 735 North  

State Street.  (Entrance is through the HNC courtyard.)  This very special event is sponsored by 

the Office for Racial Justice to commemorate the 40
th

 anniversary of 

the death of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the 7
th

 anniversary of Cardinal George’s Pastoral 

Letter on Racism, Dwell in My Love, which was released on April 4, 2001. 

 

 Thank you for your witness of faith and commitment to the struggle for racial justice.  I 

look forward to presenting the St. Katharine Drexel racial justice award to you on April 4. 

 

                                                         Sincerely yours for Racial Justice, 

                                                             

                                                                Anita Baird, DHM 
                                                          

                                                         Sister Anita Baird, DHM 

                                                         Director 
 

Plus: 
 
Chicago Spirit of Peace Award, CINDY Educational Film Award, Los Angeles National 
Educational Film Award, Film Advisory Board Award of Excellence 

 

 

 

Office of the Director 

This is how all will 

know that you are my 

disciples, if you have 

love for one another. - 

John 13: 35 

Archdiocese of Chicago 

PO Box 1979 • Chicago, Illinois 60690-1979 

(312) 751-8236 • (312) 867-2589 Fax 

abaird@archchicago.org 


