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 “I’ve come to see her shows, and she’s come to see mine,” she said.  “We have been cheerleaders for each other,” said McDonough. 

Irish laughs - Though O’Halloran is South Side Irish and McDonough grew up in Crystal Lake, the joys and travails they have in common from that Irish upbringing, sparked 
the idea for this show. “We grew up with sayings like, ‘may you always joke about the serious, and be serious about the joking,’  ” said O’Halloran, “and of course with food 
boiled beyond taste!” 

The show at S.P.A.C.E. will be fueled by back and forth patter between McDonough and O’Halloran, with McDonough leading the music, and O’Halloran telling the tales, but 
there will also be some shared songs and jokes, and they’ll get the audience into occasional sing-alongs. McDonough will accompany herself and everyone else on guitar, 
piano, and the Irish bodhran. 
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You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, and you’ll love it more than ‘Cats,’  ” said Megon McDonough of Northfield, 
commenting on her upcoming show with Evanston storyteller Susan O’Halloran. 
 
The two perform a show celebrating all things Irish, at S.P.A.C.E. in Evanston on March 17, with the 
humorous title: “Pot of Gold: Irish Stories and Song with Mary Megon Margaret McDonough and Susan 
Ellen Mary O’Halloran.” 

Universal themes - “We’ll dish about the pleasures and pitfalls of being raised Irish American,” said 
McDonough, “and with classic songs like ‘Danny Boy,’ original and humorous  tunes, and inspiring stories. 
But this show is for all. You don’t have to be Irish. We’ll touch on universal themes like family, sacrifice, 
conflict, joy and laughter.” 

McDonough is an acclaimed singer-songwriter, whose career was launched when she won a WLS talent 
contest as a teen, spiriting her off to the West Coast where she was soon opening for stars like John 
Denver and Harry Chapin. 

She was a member of the  popular folk group, The Bitchin Babes, and has released 13 solo albums, 
including the recent  inspirational CD, “Breathe.” Presently, McDonough is writing a musical memoir, “How 
Woody Woodpecker and The Beatles Saved Me From A Life in the Convent.” 

O’Halloran is an award-winning story artist and writer, whose programs concentrate on topics of 
inter-faith, social justice and diversity. She has been recognized for her outstanding storytelling, 
as well as her work in producing multi-cultural films and performances, and has made 
appearances on PBS and ABC’s “Nightline.” 

The “Pot of Gold” show is O’Halloran’s first collaborative performance with McDonough, following years of 
friendship and mutual support. 


